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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
In re Application of 

WEI HUANG, MERL F. HOEKSTRA, Date: July 21 , 2005 

J. RICHARD SPORTSMAN, 
and EWALD A. TERPETSCHNIG 

Serial No. 09/844,655 

Filed April 27, 2001 Group Art Unit 1641 

For MOLECULAR MODIFICATION ASSAYS 

Mail Stop ISSUE FEE 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 

COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

Applicants received a Notice of Allowance dated April 22, 2005 on the 

above-identified patent application. In the Notice, the Examiner allowed claims 

94-97, 99-105, and 108-117, now renumbered as 1-21. The Examiner also 

amended claim 94 and paraphrased applicants' claimed invention, as part of the 

stated reasons for allowance. Applicants agree with the Examiner's conclusions 

regarding the patentability of the allowed claims, without necessarily agreeing 

with or acquiescing in the need for the amendment or the Examiner's reasoning. 

In particular, applicants believe that the application is allowable because the prior 

art fails to teach or suggest the invention as claimed, independent of the most 

recent amendment or how the invention is paraphrased. Applicants reserve their 

right to pursue all versions of the claims considered during prosecution, including 
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as originally filed and/or prior to the final, Examiner's amendment, in subsequent 



continuation applications. 



Please contact the undersigned attorney with any questions or comments, 
or if applicants can be of any assistance in expediting issuance of the patent. 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this correspondence 
is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as first class mail 
in an envelope addressed to: Mail Stop 
ISSUE FEE, Commissioner for Patents, 
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 
22313-1450 on July 21, 2005. 

^ Lisa Holstein 



Respectfully submitted, 
KQLISCH HARTWELL, P.C 



I. a 




fjames R. Abney 
\Rejgistration No. 42,253 

(stomer No. 23581 
Attorney for Applicant(s)/Assignee 
520 S.W. Yamhill Street, Suite 200 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
Telephone: (503) 224-6655 
Facsimile: (503) 295-6679 
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SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 
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Kotisch Hartwell, P.C. 




Signature 
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James R. Abney 



Date 



'21,2005 
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CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the USPTO or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 on 
the date shown below: 



Signature 



^yped or printed name 




Lisa Holstein 



Date 



July 21, 2005 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.5. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and1.14. This collection is estimated to 2 hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 



